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PRESS RELEASE 

January 20, 2022 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

Oxygen Machine Boost for Percy Junor Hospital by Generous 

American 

 
The Percy Junor Hospital (PJH) in North East Manchester has received a 
high-flow nasal cannula machine valued at US $10, 000, to support 

COVID-19 patients who need oxygen, part icularly during this surge in 
cases. 

 

The life-saving machine, which gives patients oxygen under a high flow 
rate and at a warm temperature, which is easier for the body to absorb, 

was donated by ret ired American businesswoman Cynthia Johnston and 
handed over to the hospital on Tuesday, January 18.  

 

Senior Medical Officer at the PJH, Dr. Carlos Wilson thanked Mrs. Johnston 
for her generous donation, not ing that patients will benefit  t remendously 

from this donation. 

 
“It  allows us to warm oxygen at a high flow basically push ing it  down the 

nostrils so it  can get into the lungs so that it  can wash out the old air that is 
there and bring fresh oxygen in so that patients can try and get as much 

oxygen as possible into their system. Not only COVID but especially in 

COVID ill patients, they are robbed of oxygen. Just imagine that you want 
to breathe and when you take a breath you are not gett ing that feeling 

of oxygen and it ’s almost as if you are being starved” Dr. Wilson said. 
 

He added that: “This machine can prevent patients from going on a 

ventilator because once you get to the stage where you are on a 
ventilator, it  is extremely difficult  to get off. It  is t ruly a life-saving machine 

not just in COVID but in patients with heart failure, heart disease and 

anyone who is being robbed of oxygen.”  
 

Pastor from the Houston Seventh-Day Adventist Church in the USA, Dr. 
Denton Rhone explained that his father was a patient at the PJH and  

(more) 
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needed the high-flow nasal cannula machine to assist  with his recovery, 
adding that he informed his congregation and Mrs. Johnston responded. 

 
“Dr. Stephen Chung stepped in tremendously to assist  my father and 

made the appeal that he needed that machine to help with treating him. 

Sis. Johnston stepped in and went and fully funded this machine. My 
father never needed this machine after because he recovered but Dr. 

Chung said there are many COVID patients who this machine can assist  

significantly and so Sis. Johnston said let it  stay at the hospital and you can 
do it  in memory of my husband Hank Johnston” Dr. Rhone explained.  

 
Mrs. Johnston, who has only visited Jamaica twice said: “When Pastor 

Rhone first  talked about his father being in the hospital and he talked 

about a machine I was not there when he discussed this machine. 
However, when I came back into town and heard about the machine I 

asked for the specifics and Pastor Rhone’s love and concern came 
through for his father loud and clear and having lost someone I love I 

knew that pain. The Lord used Pastor Rhone to touch my heart to give to 

the Jamaican hospital where he was in the hospital to help the doctors 
and patients there. My husband loved helping people and I was able to 

use what my husband had provided for my family to bless others” Mrs. 

Johnston said.  
 

(more) 
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Picture 1 

 
(Left to right): Health Director from the Jamaica Union Conference of 

Seventh-Day Adventists, Dr. Dudley Hosin; PJH Director of Nursing Services, 
Jacqueline Pennicook; PJH Senior Medical Officer, Dr. Carlos Wilson and 

Parish Manager for the Clarendon Healt h Services, Joseph Grant are 
pictured here after the handing over of the high-flow nasal 

cannula machine to support COVID-19 patients who need oxygen. 

 
(more) 
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Picture 2 

 
Retired American businesswoman Cynthia Johnston, who joined the 

handover virtually. 
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For more information contact:  

Latoya Laylor Brown 

Public Relations Officer 

Southern Regional Health Authority 

Tel: 962-8232/779-2663 

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm 
 

Like and follow us:   
Facebook: www.facebook.com/southernregionalhealthauthority  
Instagram: https://instagram.com/southernregionalhealthJA    
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SRHAJamaica 
Youtube: Southern Regional Health Authority  
 
 

 

http://www.srha.gov.jm/
mailto:latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm
http://www.facebook.com/themohgovjm
https://instagram.com/southernregionalhealthJA
https://twitter.com/JaRegional

